
Common Core State Standards 
-excerpt from Chapter 11.3 of Yes! You Can Learn How to Write Children’s Books, Get 
Them Published, and Build a Successful Writing Career by Nancy I. Sanders 
 
A new set of educational standards swept across the nation and dramatically impacted the 
world of children’s publishing. Known as Common Core State Standards, as a children’s 
writer you can benefit from acquiring a basic understanding of how they work and the 
driving principles behind them. 
 You can learn more about these standards by visiting the official website, Common 
Core State Standards Initiative: Preparing America’s Students for College and Career at 
http://www.corestandards.org. Go to their site and click through various pages to take a 
first peek at these if you’ve never heard of them before. 
 Basically, the subtitle on their site sums their philosophy up in a nutshell: “Preparing 
America’s Students for College and Career.” Starting in even the earliest grades, based 
on this initiative, educators across the nation are seeking to provide material to students 
that will help them get ready to successfully enter college or embark on a career. 
 How does this affect the world of children’s publishing? Once again, since beginning 
readers and chapter books are part of school classrooms, publishers in this market try to 
create material that supports the Common Core State Standards. Also, there has been a 
resurgence of nonfiction reading material, especially nonfiction that is arranged and 
presented in a manner that supports the Common Core State Standards. For example, in 
an online webinar where an editor from Rosen Publishing was interviewed, the editor 
stated that they are producing 1,000 new nonfiction picture book titles each year to help 
meet the new demand. 
 Wow! In an industry that seemed to be phasing out picture books and even children’s 
books in general, this was startling news. What an amazing opportunity for us as 
children’s writers! It seemed to open up out of nowhere! 
 Personally, I saw the effects of the Common Core State Standards Initiative come at 
me from several different directions. Suddenly my skills at writing beginning readers and 
chapter books seemed to be in high demand. Just around the time I published my book, 
Yes! You Can Learn How to Write Beginning Readers and Chapter Books, I landed book 
contracts with different publishers to write both fiction and nonfiction that supported the 
Common Core State Standards at some level. 
 So how can you hop on board the bandwagon? First, get your feet on solid ground. 
Read through the actual standards themselves. Especially the ones for English Language 
Arts. (Unless you plan to write a math-focused book, you don’t need to worry too much 
about the math standards at first.) 
 Just read through the standards from time to time and see what ideas you come up 
with. The more times you read through them, the less daunting they’ll seem. Plus, the 
more times you read through them, the more ideas will start to come to you. 
 For example, if you look at the “College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for 
Reading,” you can see that they include a “Note on range and content of student reading.” 
In this note, they explain that students from Kindergarten through Grade 12 are expected 
to read “stories, dramas, poems, and myths from diverse cultures and different time 
periods.” (See http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R.)  This means that 
publishers will be looking for new material on these topics and in these genres for all 



grade levels. You can dig up ideas from different cultures throughout history and pitch 
these to editors in all formats from picture books to nonfiction books to YA novels.  
 If you pitch queries to try to land a contract before you write the book, or if you write 
manuscripts and submit them, and specifically target publishers who are trying to help 
meet the need for material that supports the Common Core State Standards, you have a 
much higher chance of getting an acceptance than if you just write whatever you feel like 
and submit it to whichever publisher suits your fancy. 
 Another way to hop on board the bandwagon is to visit the websites of various 
children’s and educational publishers and investigate what they’re doing to support the 
Common Core State Standards. You can also read articles about which publishers are 
doing what to provide material that supports the standards. For example, search online for 
“Sylvan Dell Common Core State Standards” or “Random House Common Core State 
Standards.” Plug in any publisher that you’re researching plus the term “Common Core 
State Standards.” You’ll find quite a range of material that will help you get a better 
grasp on this whole new educational agenda that’s sweeping through the children’s 
publishing industry in a powerful, positive way, especially for us as children’s writers. 
 
Beginner’s Tip: 
Many school districts provide training for their teachers to learn more about Common 
Core State Standards. Connect with teacher friends or teachers at your local school. Ask 
if they would be willing to share with you what they’ve learned about these standards. 
Better yet, if there is an upcoming training session scheduled at your local school, find 
out if you might be permitted to attend.  
 
Professional Track: 
Talk with your editor about Common Core State Standards. Offer to design and write a 
new series of books for your current publisher that supports these standards. 
 


